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O F F I C I A L   M I S S I O N                     

STATEMENT  

The specific purposes of this corporation are to dis-

cover, preserve, and disseminate knowledge re-

garding the history of North Chisago County and 

the state of Minnesota.  

From the President 

Museum is open Saturdays from 10am—2pm. 

Greetings!  The board has had a busy Spring and 

we have much news to share. We started up edu-

cational programs again in April and would like to 

invite members, along with their families, and 

friends to join us on the first Tuesday of each 

month for a 40-to-50-minute educational pro-

gram, followed by refreshments and fellowship. Our April program 

was a presentation about the Jon Ekstrom family farm and the May 

program was about the Arrowline Railroad. Both programs were 

interesting, educational, and gave the audience a chance to share 

their memories related to these stories.  On Tuesday, June 7th, Jon, 

and Rachel Bigelow have invited us to their home located at 640 

South Bremer Avenue, Rush City, for an educational program about 

the history of the Carlson House. 

We updated several displays at the museum for the spring and sum-

mer months featuring the Rush City Fire Department, Rush Point, and 

the Neva Sturmer (Faith Healer) story.  Our library remains packed 

with information and provides a quiet setting for research. Our vis-

iting hours are Saturdays between 10AM – 2PM and hope you can 

stop by to check us out. 

Recently, we partnered with FocalPoint Media from the Pine City 

area to redesign a new website and the launch date is coming soon. 

The revamp will be ever-changing, as pictures, important dates, 

newsletters, articles can be easily added to our site. Please let us 

know if you have a photo and/or a piece of family history to share on 

our website. 

On Saturday, June 4th, all members are invited to lend a helping hand 

as we evaluate artifacts that are currently in our storage units to 

confirm that each item fits our scope.  We will also look for duplica-

tions and evaluate the condition of each item. Please let a board 

member know if you’re available to help, as we will meet at the new 

KO Storage units just south of Rush City at 9AM. Coffee and rolls will 

be available, and we look forward to a productive workday.   

Our society has also been offered an opportunity to volunteer at 

several North Branch Chamber sponsored events. The North Branch 

Golf Classic Tournament on Friday, August 12th and Fall Harvest Fes-

tival on Saturday, September 17th.  We need to recruit 4 to 5 people 

to help with registration, set-up, and/or torn down during these 

events. This is a great way for the North Chisago Historical Society to 

support and be involved in the community. 

Remember that the society belongs to the members and we value 

your help, input, and membership! 

Submitted by: Deb Dahlberg, NCHS President 
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(This is a second article from the Scott Blomquist  

Memoirs; first article was in the last newsletter) 

 

My grandparents lived in the small community of Harris, 

Minnesota.  In addition to their house in town, they 

owned a farm, three miles to the southeast on Hard-

wood Island in Peaceful Valley.  The old farmhouse, alt-

hough badly weathered, was otherwise in good repair.  It 

was unoccupied yet overflowed with memories for 

Grandpa and Grandma.  This was their home for the first 

years of their marriage from 1915 until they moved to 

Harris in 1921.  The barn was quiet.  It no longer provid-

ed shelter for a dairy herd.  Moreover, only memories 

remained of the 

abundance of other 

life that once graced 

the farm: hogs, 

chickens, cats, and 

Grandpa’s loyal bor-

der collie.  The 

fields, however, 

were bountiful.  A friend of Grandpa’s, Ed Larson, plant-

ed, nurtured, and harvested the crops, typically soy-

beans. 

 

Grandpa liked walking into the fields.  He’d pick up the 

soil, rub it between his palms, study it with his eyes, and 

lift it to his nose to smell the sweet aroma.  He showed 

me the tiny shells in the soil and, while gazing out over 

the land, he told me that the entire valley was once un-

derwater.  According to Grandpa, the rich sandy loam on 

Hardwood Island was the best soil for miles around.  He 

told me how he planted using a method called checking 

so he could cultivate in two directions for weed control.  

He added that this planting method was no longer neces-

sary because of modern herbicides.  Grandpa loved his 

farm and, I’m sure, 

longed for his 

youth when he had 

the energy to work 

the land himself.  

Undeterred by 

Grandma impatiently waited by the car to go home, he’d 

spend a half-hour or more in the fields counting bean 

pods and measuring plants. 

 

On Sundays, my grandparents frequently entertained.  

After dinner, the women helped Grandma with the dish-

es, and the men, mostly retired farmers, either sat and 

talked or took a Sunday drive in Grandpa’s station wag-

on for an inspection tour of the farm fields.  Once in the 

car, they needed to make a decision.  Should they head 

out by Fish Lake and then south on the road past the 

Lutheran Church?  Maybe they should drive east into 

Peaceful Valley and south to the Sink Hole Road or north 

on the Old Government Road.  Another popular option 

was to travel northwest out of town and work their way 

up to the Hog’s Back and drive across the Goose Lake 

Narrows.  I sat next to Grandpa on one of these north-

westerly inspection tours. 

 

Shortly out of town, the old farmers commented on how 

poorly the crops looked, partially due to poor weed con-

trol.  Grandpa stopped the car, got out, and walked into 

a bean field.  Everyone else remained in the car, still le-

thargic after dining on Grandma’s good food.  Grandpa 

inspected the beans, and when he returned, he reported 

on the number of pods on each plant and the number of 

beans in the pods.  He was quick to point out that his 

beans in the val-

ley surpassed 

these by every 

measure.  Grand-

pa’s appraisal 

initiated a con-

versation 

amongst the old 

farmers. 

 

“The farmers nowadays, they rely too heavily on chemi-

cals.” 

 

“Yaw, you know, there’s no better fertilizer than cow 

manure.” 

Sunday Drive (Scott Blomquist Memoirs \ The Formative Years) 
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“That’s not true.  Horse manure’s better.” 

 

Grandpa drove north to another farm and stopped.  

Again, he got out of the car to check out the crops.  Inter-

est was growing.  This time, two of his colleagues joined 

him.  After selecting the appropriate plant, Grandpa 

reached down, pulled it out by its roots, and then 

brought it to the edge of the field.  Three wise men hud-

dled around that plant.  They counted pods, opened 

pods, counted beans, and examined the beans, stems, 

and root system.  Once they gave the plant a thorough 

inspection, Grandpa brought it over to the car, showed it 

to the remaining passengers, and gave them a full report 

of their findings.  That lowly defenseless bean plant did-

n’t have a chance.  It just didn’t measure up to the stand-

ards established when men, themselves included, knew 

how to farm. 

 

“Those young farmers aren’t cultivating as often as they 

should.  Just look at those weeds.” 

 

“The herbicides aren’t doing the job.” 

 

“You know, no one checks the fields anymore.” 

 

“They wouldn’t even know how to do it.  These farmers 

nowadays just don’t know how to farm.” 

 

Someone tried to dampen the bravado by defending 

Alan Jarchow, “Alan Jarchow is a young man that knows 

how to farm.  His fields are the best that we’ve passed.  

He even took agricultural classes at the university.” 

 

Grudgingly the men put 

up with the intrusion 

into the celebration of 

their generation and 

then decided to drive by 

the Lundeen farm.  The 

Lundeen brothers, Hen-

ry, Victor, and Gotfred, 

were all bachelors, good 

farmers, and their con-

temporaries. 

 

“The Lundeen boys know how to farm.” 

 

“When we get up to their farm, then we’ll see some 

farming.” 

 

As Grandpa drove to the Lundeen farm, everyone had 

high expectations.  However, when he slowed down by 

their fields, the old men were shocked as they looked 

out the car windows at a dismal bean crop.  Their cham-

pions let them 

down.  The 

lighthearted 

excitement dis-

played on their 

faces turned to 

sad bewilder-

ment.  Everyone 

was quiet as the car slowly carried its heavy load down 

the gravel road. 

 

Someone broke the silence, “Didn’t Henry pass away last 

year?” 

 

“Yaw.” 

 

“And, I heard Victor was in the nursing home.” 

 

“That only leaves Gotfred, and he’s the younger brother 

that takes care of the household.  He never did much of 

the farming.” 

 

“How old’s Gotfred?  He must be getting up there.” 

 

 “He’s probably in his sixties.” 

 

 “I went to school with him.  He’s sixty-nine, maybe sev-

enty.” 

 

After another period of silence for reflection, someone 

offered an explanation, “I suppose they’re not farming 

anymore.” 

 

The bravado was gone as the tour continued.  There 

were no more stops and minimal conversation. 
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FISH LAKE TOWNSHIP HISTORY  
 
 
1866 – Fish Lake School #23 was established September 5, 1866 by the County Commis-

sioners and included all of Fish Lake Township and most of Harris. 

 

1868 – Fish Lake Township was organized. 

 

 STARK, a small village in section 26, of Fish Lake Township, was named in honor 

of Lars Johan Stark, who was the first postmaster there.  He was born in Westergotland, 

Sweden, July 29, 1826 and died in Harris, MN May 5, 1910.  He came to the United 

States in 1850 and settled at Chisago Lakes, MN engaged in the mercantile business and 

farming, and was a representative in the state legislature in 1865 and 1875.  His son, Ed-

ward W. Stark, born in Fish Lake Township December 5, 1869 was a merchant at Harris 

1890-1905; was a representative in the legislature in 1901-1903, and was a probate judge 

for Chisago County after 1905.   

 

1868 – Post Office in Fish Lake Township was established.    The Post Office was discon-

tinued in 1904.  Fish Lake Township has since consolidated with Harris for mail service.    

 

1896 – Stark Grange #569 was organized.  A building was built 1897.  When the Rush 

City and Rush Point Granges closed, the members joined the Stark Grange.   

 

1901 – Stark Rural Co-op Telephone Company was 

organized by a group of farmers who gathered in 

Oak Leaf Hall.  Service was provided to about 600 

people.  The company was later sold to Northwest-

ern Bell in 1962.   

 

1925 – Fish Lake Township School District #23 

building was built being a 2 room school.  It closed in 1952 at which time they merged 

with North Branch Schools.  The building still stands and is now a popular saloon/

restaurant called the “Full Moon.”   

 

2013 – 1st Annual “Stark Summer Stroll” is held the last Saturday in June.  This is a 

widespread community event involving a parade, children events, church sponsored 

breakfast, both Full Moon & Local saloons providing food specials and music and North 

Folk Winery providing wine tastings and music.   

 

Above history furnished by Judy Hammerstrom and is displayed in the Museum. 
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Find this 1948 North Branch calendar in the museum, 

new to our displays.  Who can resist puppy dogs! 

Who went to Dinty’s Tavern for breakfast? 

Getting your full measure of service at Jim’s Shell Ser-

vice in North Branch.  New display at the museum. 

A not-so-recent picture of downtown North 

Branch in a new display at the museum. 

To the left is Dave Schroeder’s fire department 

turnout gear worn in the 1980’s.  Two pair of 

boots are below.  This type of coat was worn 

with thigh-high boots.  The next type of turn-

out gear was a short coat with bunker pants 

and short boots, being used in the 1990’s and 

still in use today.  The display case next to this 

suit has other paraphanalia.  The black helmet 

is from the 1800s; the white helmet was 

Dave’s Fire Chief hat.  The siren in the case is 

from the 1950s.  The helmet in the case with 

the melted visor was his son’s; the heat was so 

intense inside a burning building that it melted 

the visor.  Also in the case is an old hydrant 

Above is the Grand Jury 

listing in October of 

1939 in the 19th Judi-

cial District calendar.  

Come to the museum to see the new 

displays of old stuff!  Relax in the library 

reading old catalogs or locally written 

books or study genealogical research 

reports. 
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RUSH CITY SWEPT BY FURIOUS FIRE 
 
Sept. 1908; St, Paul, Pine City and Hinckley Respond to Ap-
peals for Help and Save City 
 
TWENTY BUILDINGS BURNED 
 
St. Paul, Sept, 27 - "Send help at once for God's sake! The town 
is burning up." 
 
This message was received by telephone at 8 o'clock last even-
ing by Chief Strapp of the local fire department from the mayor 
of Rush City, Minn. No further details were given in the appeal 
for aid, but within an hour Chief Strapp and Fire Commissioner 
A.J. Schweizer had sent Captain Andy Myler and Lieutenant 
Fiart, in charge of Engine Company No. 2, to the stricken city. 
 
Arrangements were made with the Northern Pacific railroad for 
transportation of the fire fighters, with an engine and hose wag-
on and five horses, to the scene of the conflagration and within 
an hour the special train was speeding on its errand of mercy. 
 
Appeals Sent Elsewhere 
 

At the same time that, the call for help was sent to the 1oca1 
department Pine City and Hinckley were also ca1led upon, and 
these two cities also responded immediately, and with the St. 
Paul firemen, succeeded in subduing the flames so far that by 2 
o’clock they were under complete control. 
 
The fire broke out in the roller mills and elevator belonging to 
J.F. Ramburg.  The only pump for fire protection in the city 
was located in the mill and when the flames got beyond con-
trol it was soon seen that the place was doomed, and the call 
for aid was sent, but not until the flames had spread to several 
adjoining buildings. 
 
Loss, $200,000 
 
Fully twenty structures were consumed in the flames and the 
loss has been estimated at $200,000.  The insurance of the var-
ious owners will probably cover only about 40 per cent of the 
total loss. 
  
During the evening a telephone girl at Rush City managed to 
get connection with the St. Paul fire department, and she was 
giving a description of the fire and the condition of the men-
aced town when she cried: "The flames are surrounding me. I 
must run away.  Send help. " 

In 1998, the North Chisago Chapter of the Chisago  County Historical Society acquired a military tank from the US 

Army.  The process took over 4  years to make all the needed contacts and get an agreement signed.  This tank came 

from the Pine City armory, one of three they had available.  The VFW maintains the flag and the tank is located near 

the Rush City welcome sign at the county fairgrounds.  Military equipment becomes available to organizations after 

they have been demilitarized and sealed. 

Specifications 

Weight: 60 tons. 

Speed: 30 mph. 

Cruising range: 280 miles. 

Engine: 750 hp Continen-

tal AVDS-1790 V-12 diesel. 

Transmission: Allison CD-

850-6A. 

Fording depth: 49” 

Armament 

Main gun: 105mm—63 RDS. 

Coaxial machine gun: 7.62mm—

5,950 RDS. 

Commandeers machine gun: .50 

cal—900 RDS. 

T ank t hermal sight. 

Hybrid solid-state ballistic com-

puter 

Laser Range Finder. 

Turret stabilization system. 

M60A3 Combat Tank, Full Tracked 

Photo courtesy 

of Chisago 

County Histori-

cal Society 

This article came 

from a Rush City 

book of  articles  

found in the 

museum library.  

Original source 

is unknown.  The 

typed copy was 

in newspaper 

format. 
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North Chisago Historical Society 

PO Box 556 

Rush City, MN 55069 

The museum is located at 350 South Eliot 

Avenue in downtown Rush City, one block 

north of the bakery and across from the City 

Hall. 

Inside:  Carl Heinrich collage 

Sunday Drive 

Whats new in the museum 

Military Tank Display 

Rush City 1908 Fire  

Memorials and 2022 Events 

The Museum is open Saturdays, 10am—2pm. 

2022 Member & Public Meetings  
and Programs  

First Tuesdays, 7:00pm 
 

June 7, meeting at  the historic Carlson House 

owned by Jon & Rachel Bigelow.  NCHS meeting 

with a presentation on the history of the Carlson 

House to be held their house at 640 South Bremer 

Avenue, Rush City.  Will they mention Lovers Lane? 

December 11, Sunday, 2pm - Christmas Tea, RC 

Community Center. 

Museum closed on Christmas Eve & New Years 

Eve. 

Board meetings usually held 3rd Thursday of each 

month at RC Community Center, 1:30pm.  

Memorials Received at the NCHS  

2021 

Saneda Deming 
Irma Ekstrom 
Orrin & Aileen Olson 
(In the last newsletter, the above memorials were mis-
spelled.  They are corrected herein.) 
 
Memorials may be viewed on a plaque hung in the muse-
um library. 
We thank the donors who honor their loved ones. 

2022 
Carl Heinrich 

In the Library 

Bring your printed genealogy research to the museum for stor-

age and for later family research availability.  We have 32 fami-

ly history and locally written history publications in the library.  


